240	MODIFYING THE PROGRAM
New spaces are sought. A spacious room, furnished as a
home-living room and located above the ground floor, sepa-
rate from the cafeteria and near the center of activities in the
smaller school, can serve for home-living activities for the
children of all the preschool and elementary years. In the
larger school, or where classes are large, the home-living center
needs to be large enough to accommodate pupils at work with-
out crowding, because for some experiences the entire class
must be in the same room at one time.
In districts where the space in school buildings cannot be
extended to greater capacity, it frequently has been found ex-
pedient to take over a small house or apartment near the
school, and to demonstrate to the community what can be
done with an older building to make it homelike at small
expense. The apartment (or house) then becomes the lab-
oratory where the pupils practice home-living skills and social
graces. This kind of adaptation has been successful in rural
as well as in city or consolidated school situations.
Certain schools have solved their remodeling problems by
converting two rooms of the building into one large room and
former cloak rooms into storage and food-service spaces.
Where space is found—and it is most desirable ttiat it be
located on the main floor, or at least above ground—it is trans-
formed into the living-room style laboratory which becomes
the social center for the entir$ school. Here may be held
many activities in addition to the classes, demonstration les-
sons, and small and large conferences desired by the pupils,
teachers, and parents. A one- or two-unit kitchen adjacent
to this room, with large storage closets, may prove adequate
for a small sixth grade school.
THE LABORATORY IS FURNISHED AS A HOME
Whether the room is large or small, there are standards of
usefulness and beauty to be followed in furnishing it.
AI parts of the room or rooms should be adequately lighted
fm study; artificial light* provided for dark d^ys, should be

